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What is export control? 

Export control consists of a group of federal laws and regulations that control certain 
commodities, technologies, information and data 

• Limits what can be shipped out of the country and to whom it can be shipped 
• Can limit access to information for certain foreign nationals and/or organizations 
• Determines when a license is required to ship items or information abroad  

 
Physical Export:  Sending or taking anything out of the United States in any manner, including 
shipping and transfer of technical data by phone or email.  
Deemed Export:  Transfer (oral or visual disclosure) of technology, information or data to a 
foreign person within the U.S. is deemed to be an export to that person’s home country 

 
Restricted Parties: The government keeps lists of persons, organizations, universities, and 
businesses that US persons are supposed to have limited or no contact with. 
 
Fundamental Research: Research in STEM areas intended for publication is NOT subject to 
export control laws. 
 

 
Before we get started, does anyone have any scenarios to discuss or questions they would like 

answered? 
 

The following scenarios are based on events that have happened either here or at other 
Universities. How should we proceed? 

 
Please feel free to ask questions at any time. The scenarios are a guide, but this session is meant 

to provide as much useful information as we can, so feel free to bring up any export control 
issues that you may be facing. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Contract Clauses 
1) “The contractor hereby certifies that it will comply with all U.S. export control laws and 
regulations including but not limited to the International Traffic in Arms Regulations (“ITAR”) 
(22CFR 120-130), Export Administration Regulations (“EAR”) (15CFR 730-774) and regulations 
administered by the U.S. Treasury Department’s Office of Foreign Assets Control (“OFAC”) 
(31CFR 500-598).” 
 
2) “The UW certifies that no persons working with money from this grant are on any country’s 
Restricted Party Lists.” 
 
 
3) “The UW certifies that no one affiliated with the University is on a restricted party list.” 
 
 
4) “With regard to exports and re-exports, you represent and warrant that no (COMPANY) 
software or service supplied to Licensee will be provided, directly or indirectly, to any person or 
organization (i) in Cuba, Iran, North Korea, Sudan or Syria, or who is considered a part of the 
government of those countries. (ii) who is involved in Improper development or use of nuclear 
weapons, or of chemical/biological weapons (CBW) or missiles, or in terrorist activities, or (iii) 
who is listed by the government of the United States, or of any other country as prohibited 
from receiving the product, technology or service, or as prohibited from participating in export 
transactions involving the product.” 
 
 
Publication Restrictions 
The following clauses appear in contracts: 
1) “The sponsor shall approve any and all research findings (from this award) prior to those 
findings being published.” 
 
2) Clause 14 in the Terms and Conditions of an award from NIH states: 
“Prepublication Review – The Contractor shall provide to the Sponsor a copy of any planned 
article resulting from this research to allow the Sponsor to conduct a prepublication review.  
The purpose of this review is to examine the article for patentable information, intellectual 
property and confidential information.  The planned article shall be submitted to the Sponsor at 
least 30 days prior to submission to a publisher.” 
 
 
 



 
Personnel 
 A clause in a contract states, “No foreign persons may work on this project without 
authorization of the sponsoring agency’s program manager.” 
 
 
Scenario-International Travel 
1) As part of an award, the PI is required to attend the annual conference on biomaterials at 
Sichuan University, Chengdu, China. 
 
 
2) A PI has been asked to give an address at an art conference in Cuba. Additionally, she will 
take some works of art to donate to a local school as well as some supplies. 
 
 
3)A professor in your Botany Department, wants to give a talk on new crop irrigation 
techniques at the 4th Annual Conference on Middle East Agriculture at Tehran University in 
Tehran, Iran. 
 
Non-Disclosure Agreement (NDA) 
1)The Institute for Educational Achievement on your campus receives an award that requires a 
NDA so the institute can receive educational records that include student names, IDs, classes,  
grades and birthdates as well as other information.    
 
 
2) What if the Department of Electrical Engineering was receiving design information for a new 
high speed communications device on which they are to conduct transmission tests? 
 
 
Payment  
The Geography department wants to purchase a series of maps for publication in an upcoming 
book. The maps are only available from state archives in Moscow, Russia. The archive only 
accepts payment through the Bank of Moscow. 
 
MTA 
The Pathobiological Sciences Department wants to ship PR8 to the University of Munich under 
a Material Transfer Agreement. 
 



Visiting Scholar 
1)Yangwei Zhao, a researcher from Zhejiang University in China, wants to visit your Mechanical 
Engineering Dept. to study light weight building materials for 6 months on a J-1 visa. 
 
 
2)A person who is a post-doc at Beihang University has reached out to a professor of Dance and 
asked to come study for 6 months at the UW. 
 
 
3)What if a student from Beihang contacted someone from the Physics Department? 
 
 
Shipping 

You receive an e-mail from a professor in the Physics Department that reads as follows:  “We 
would like to ship a diode laser to Brazil.  Do we need an export license for this?” 

 
 
Teaching 
1)A professor teaches a class in nuclear engineering.  The class of 25 includes students from Iran 
(2), China (1), Nigeria (2) and Canada (3).  
 
 
2)The professor thinks one of his Iranian students is extremely bright and offers him a space in 
the professor’s lab as an extension of the class. 
 
 
Research 
A professor mentions that they have be given a laser as a gift by MIT. MIT mentioned that the 
laser might be controlled and this will join other equipment in his lab. 
 
 
Overseas research 
1) A professor in Psychology, wants to travel to Nepal to study the physiological and mental 
well-being of monks living there.  She plans to take a thermal imaging camera, 
electroencephalogram (EEG) and pulse oximeter equipment with her.    

 
 

2) A professor from Archeology is planning a trip to western Turkey as part of a dig on the far 
outskirts of (what is thought to be) the ancient city of Troy.    
 
 
 



Fee For Service 
1) A professor in animal sciences has been contracted by a Finnish company to analysis reindeer 
meat and provide a report. 
 
2)What if a Chinese company had contacted a professor in electrical engineering to provide 
data regarding transistors. 
 
Controlled Unclassified Information (CUI) 
     A contract contains a clause that reads, “data received under this contract is subject to 
DFARS 252.207-7008, 252.204-7009, 252.204-7012, and NIST 800 standards.” 
 

 
 

When in doubt, contact the Export Control Office! 
Tom Demke tom.demke@ssec.wisc.edu 

Bethany Nelson bcnelson2@wisc.edu 
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